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dy regs has a great time MAKE YOUR PET FAMOUS — 
Te Send us a great photo of your pet, or your pet and friends. There 


kids and adults enjoy will be lots of prizes with a grand prize for the best one. Send in your 
. photo, along with the name of your pet(s), and your address to 


with Fun Team Alberta. i ` Spare Change 10527-96 Si. Edmonton T5H 2H6. 
Deadline for your photo submission is March 15, 1996. 


" More about it on page 8-9. A Please be sure to send us a copy only, submissions will not be returned. 
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Pm YOUR VENDOR PAYS UP TO 60€ PER COPY OF SPARE CHANGE « PLEASE BUY FROM BADGED VENDORS 


SKIER'S DREAM 
JASPER SKI 


PACKAGE 
"859". 


CALL 1-800-661-9317 


some restictions app 


Contain Jak 


Amethyst/Lobstick/Marmot 


DEBT-TALK 


(The Dept Stress Line) 


423-DEPT 


Edmonton 


After Hours record-A-Message 


Live Line: 
Mon-Fri am to 5 pm 


Sponsored by: 
A.C. Waring & Associates Inc. 
Trustee in Bankruptcy 
Chartered Accountant 
Certified Insolvency Practitioner 
e Confidential e Professional « Free Consultation 


RESTORE YOUR PAINT 


DON'T REPAINT YOUR CAR!! 
No more ugly dabbing, brushing or expensive repaints 
v Paint Chip Repairs ø Polishing 
v Scratches Y Windshield Chips 
Y Glazing 
FREE ESTIMATES 
FALL INTRODUCTORY SPECIALS 


$5000 OFF $2500 OFF 


Paint Chip Any Paint Service 


Repair & Glaze (minimum of $100) 

Reg. from $249.00 Limited time offer. May 
Limited time offer. May not not be used with other 
be used with other offers. offers. 


6210 - 88 Street 


(1/2 block south of Argyll) 


465-3814 


Auto Appearance Centre 


Vo doubt, he is the d 


Bad news for snorers, with a recent study show- 
ing they're more prone to heart attacks than 
quiet slumberers. “The sooner he has one the 
better," said one sufferer's wife. "Then I can get 
some sleep." But coronaries aren't the only dan- 
ger for sputtering snoozers. Yvgeny Berkopf, 45, 
of Omsk, found that his snortings led to an 
eight-tonne demolition ball crashing through 
his ceiling. Trouble started when Mr Berkopf's 
neighbour, construction worker Ivan Mumstock, 
came round in the night to ask him to stop 


its a conspiracy wit 


Old ladies have been driving exceptionally fast. 
In Yorkshire, Margaret Fairbairn, 87, was clocked 
doing 94 mph up the Al. “It’s my carpet slip- 
pers," she explained. ^I can never tell how hard 
l'm pressing the accelerator." Even faster was 
American pensioner Dolores Shallowmuck, 96, 
who drove at 120 mph to warn President 
Clinton of an invasion from outer space. Ms 
Shallowmuck, of Pittsburgh, was shopping 


. when she spotted the extraterrestrials on the 


tentacles," she explained. "It was like another 


evil In pyjamas 


snoring. “My bedroom backs on to his,” 
explained Mr Mumstock, “and I couldn't sleep 
for his grunting. I slapped him, and forced an 
aubergine into his mouth, but the noise got 
louder." Eventually Mr Mumstock stole a 60-foot 
crane with a demolition ball, drove home and 
dropped the ball through Mr Berkopf's roof. 
“Everything went quiet and I thought, ‘I’m free" SPARE 
recalled Mr Mumstock. “But then he cried, Just change 
five more minutes, mama' and started snoring 

again. He is the devil in pyjamas." 4 MARCH 1 


h tentacles | 


Pearl Harbour." Screaming "Spacemen in the 
sky!” she rushed to her car and set off at high 
speed towards Washington, beeping her horn all 
the way and shouting "they've got tentacles" 
out of the window. She was eventually halted by 
a police roadblock and, after some investigation, 
informed that the aliens were actually moun- 
taineers doing a charity climb down the front 
of an office building. “It’s a conspiracy", said 


„a determined Ms Shallowmuck. “The policemen 


for breeding." 4 


Binoculars used for driving slowly = 


Whilst old ladies have been driving very fast, 
old men haven't. Witness Dennis King, 90, of 
Bournemouth, England, who was fined 125 
pounds for driving his Jaguar at only 9 mph. 
“I'm no boy racer,” admitted the pootling pen- 
sioner. Mr King is a veritable Stirling Moss, 
however, compared with German octogenarian 
Wilbur Prikmee, who was recently caught dri- 
ving along an autobahn at 4 mph trying to 
locate his spectacles. Mr Prikmee, 85, of 
Munich, had lost his glasses in a field whilst 
walking his dog. Believing he would get a bet- 


ter view of the area from the elevated auto- 

bahn, he duly set out in his car, steering with 

his foot whilst hanging out of the window with 

a pair of binoculars. Having failed to locate the 

missing spectacles on his first pass he calmly 

turned round and proceeded back up the 

motorway in the wrong direction, all the while 

scanning the horizon through his field glasses. 

He was eventually arrested by traffic police. 
"I'm blind without my specs," explained Mr 
Prikmee. “It would have been irresponsible not 


$ 


to have looked for them." + 


Mtem wedding toilet scrub 


Holidaymakers John and Celia Lemon weren't 
supposed to be smoking illicit substances, they 
discovered when they were fined 50 pounds for 
smoking cigarettes in their hotel bedroom: ^I 
smelt them through the keyhole," recalled hys- 
terical hotelier Maurice Pumpernickel. “Filthy 
beasts!” In Australia, meanwhile, newlyweds 
Carl and Belinda Dragon spent their wedding 
night scrubbing a hotel toilet under armed 
guard. “We were having a romantic candle-lit 
lobster dinner when the manager burst into the 
dining room with a shotgun and shouted 


^Who's in 313?" explained Mr Dragon. “I said, 

‘Tam’ and then he said You had a poo earlier, 

didn't you... "you've left a smudge, now get 

upstairs." The horrified honeymooners were led 

to their bedroom where, with a gun pointing at | 
them, they were made to scrub their lavatory 

“till it shone like the sun", whereupon they 

were told they "made a lovely couple" and were 

allowed to return to their meal. "It's like that 

here," explained one experienced guest. "Last 

year he almost garrotted someone for leaving a 

boger on the lampshade." 


2, 
—- 


Above articles compiled by Paul Sussman in The Big Issue, London England's street-sold ma; azine. 
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Darrell Levesque 


He rests a black cowboy boot on his 


knee, leans back, and with a n light 


touch rolls himself a cigarette. He's trim 


and fit looking so why does Darrell 


Levesque sell Spare Change at 6th 


Avenue and 6th Street $.W. in Calgary? 


ell, he's not as fit as he used to be when he 

raced over rooftops in Calgary and small 

towns fixing hail damage. Or when he 
wrangled at Rafter Six Ranch or loaded horses into 
the starting gate at Stampede Park. He's had his share 

f accidents in construction ai 1d with horses, One 

"time he ended up under a hor: he starting 
after getting the jockey to ae, and suffered two 
broken vertebrae. “I just kept working, though,” he 
says, “I never claimed. You get used to the pain. I just 
take mild over-the-counter painkillers now to take 
the edge off.” 

Darrell returned to Calgary from Vancouver in 
October last year for a construction job. The Khan 
racing stables needed barns and sheds built. “It was a 
permanent job if I could've kept it,” he says, “but on 
the 10th day of the job I couldn’t walk! I was doing 
too much too fast. Working 11 hours a day. I had a 
free apartment,meals cooked and a good wage. But, I 
had to move." 


A friend in town gave him a temporary place 
“then I went to the Booth (hostel)”, he says. That's 
where he learned about Spare Change. “I’ve gotta be 
doing something. Can't hang around doing noth- 
ing!” In November he started selling. ^I find Ed 
(Greanya) to be a great guy,” he says. “He still lets me 
get more papers even after I've been off for a while." 


Spare 
Change 


Authorized 


Darrell moves to T-D Square or to the Mac’s store on 
8th Street/7th Avenue S.W. on days when it’s slow. 
He's getting to know a few customers now. 


Darrell's bumper sticker, when he gets a truck, 
could easily read: “I’d Rather Be Roofing!” He has a 
guy ready to go with him who knows what he’s doing 
and enjoys it. “I like doing roofing. It’s hard work but 
it’s an easy job. I had 12 guys working for me at one 
time. I used to sub-contract on insurance work. I do 
construction work, renovations, drywall, things like 
that. A lot of my customers will remember me if 
theyread this.” 


For the future Darrell, who’s 35, would like to be 


ie) 


"happy, comfortable 
enough (financially) and 
have a good place to raise 
my son. Calgary is my 
favourite city. It's the best 
city in Canada. I've always 
done good here. I’ve come 
here broke several times 
ind always done good 

He should know. The mid- 
dle kid of five, he hit the 
Vancouver streets at age 

14 sometime after his par- 
ents split up. Survival 
made him streetwise and 
determined someday to 
have a home. He came close and even owned his own 
house in Forrest Lawn for a few years. 


He has been a widower since December of , 94. 
The dark-eyed, curly-haired, cute kid in the picture he 
carries with him is his son, Nathan, now six. He lives 
with Darrell’s mother who manages a motel in New 
Westminster, B.C. "He's done Kung-Fu since he was 
four. That's the earliest they take them,” he says, his 
eyes shining. "He's a good kid. He just listens and 
then goes and does it.” Darrell wants to move from 
his shared two-bedroom apartment into a house so 
he can have Nathan with him again. “You gotta have 
a house to have a kid,” he says. 4 


The people who bring 
you Spare Change 


Number 


This newspaper exists because of 


the efforts of the people who sell it 


Authorized by 


“SPARE CHANGE VENDOR'S CODE 


to you on the street, the vendors. 
For our vendors Spare Change 
is a job that helps them to be inde- 


* | will be sober at all times while working 
* | will be polite to all members of the public 
* | will vend only in areas that are authorized 


pendent and self-employed. Each 


Vendor 


issue we highlight one of our ven- 
dors in Vendor Profile to let you 

know a little bit about the people 
who bring you Spare Change. + 


All Spare Change vendors are required to wear an ID badge (contents above) and abide by a code of conduct. 
If you have any comments about our vendors, phone our distribution manager in your city (see page 7). 


lonoring the poor & appeasing the 


take home about a thousand 
dollars a month, and I’m not 
complaining. I believe that 

amount puts me somewhere in 


DASH TOURS 


MARCH 21 - 24 
IN EDMONTON 
INDIVIDUAL PACKAGES 
AVAILABLE FOR 


U-Drive, Motorcoach & 
Air Packages Availiable 
CALL 24 HOURS A DAY 


For Complete Details 
and Reservations 


441-1994 in Edmonton 
560-2234 in Calgary 
955-4444 in Saskatoon 
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DASH TOURS 


between poor and middle class. 
My income has swung one way or 
the other over the years. | usually 
pay two bucks for an issue of the 
newspaper, which | think is a fair 
price, whenever I run across one 
of your vendors. 


Į will address three issues 
which are of particular concern to 
local people - especially those 
who live in the inner city. (I've 
lived downtown in Edmonton for 
about 14 years). 

First, there is the “revitaliza- 
tion scheme’ in Edmonton. The 
new Grant MacEwan campus 
and the extensions to the artistic 
and cultural centres around the 
Citadel Theatre are examples of 
the changing landscape. What 
worries me is that lower income 
people, probably because they 
hold no political power, are 
being pushed out of their neigh- 
bourhoods to allow this con- 
struction. | doubt that a similar 
programme exists to answer the 
needs of the poor. 


Second, there is the growing 
temp labour’ industry. In the 
past, I have had to rely on these 
‘services’ to provide me with a 
job. Typically, the company 
locates an employer who signs a 
contract that prevents them from 
negotiating with the worker for a 
certain length of time after the 
temporary job is finished. The 
worker cannot hope to secure a 
permanent position with the 
employer. 

These ‘contractors’ are essen- 
tially doing what the government 
programmes have failed to do in 
the past. They are profiting from 
the tendency of all levels of gov- 
ernment to slash budgets and to 
force the individual to be respon- 
sible for his/her own fate. It is a 
prelude to the elimination of UK 
and retraining programmes. My 
question is this: If a private com- 
pany can make money from its 
own work for welfare’ idea, why 
can't the government? 


Third, there is a growing myth 
that the middle classes and 
upwards are being ‘taxed to 
death’. Political parties of many 
different stripes are trying to 
appeal to those who just want 
their taxes cut, without any 
thought to the kind of society we 
will wind up with if nobody looks 
out for ‘the other guy’. This is his- 
torically the role of government, 
in peace-time as well as when 
wars arise. One person, alone, will 
rarely see their neighbour's mis- 
fortune as their own. 

I have never seen anybody die 
from high taxes, and the logic 
truly escapes me how politicians 
plan to lower taxes and pay off 
the debt at the same time! It is a 
citizen's responsibility to return 
some of the wealth he/she has 
accrued to the community. 
Sometimes, the only way this 
may be done is through taxation. 
Certainly, if it were left up to 
one’s own judgement, nobody 
would ever stoop to consider 
those less fortunate than himself. 


CANADA SLUWLoI F 


e * 

There is a current which runs 
through each of these points, and 
it has several branches. Poor peo- 
ple, as always, are being pushed 
around because they have no ade- 
quate recourse, politically or legal- 
ly. Myths are being spread by liars 


who appear to have convinced . 
everybody that it is those who are 


poorer than one's self who are to SPARE 
blame for one's own financial 
binds. The government seems to CHANGE 
be pleasing itself by the virtual 

MARCH | 


enslavement of its poor citizens. 
Often, a letter of this sort will 1996 

end with a message of hope, or a 

good solution to the problems at . 

hand. This one won't. While the 

political climate remains one of 

ignoring the poor and appeasing 

the majority of voters, we will 

witness the continuation of pre- 

sent trends. + 


PHIL LARSON 
EDMONTON 
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HOTPOINT 


For the long run. 


ON A HUGE SELECTION OF BRAND 
NAIVIE HOIVIE FUHNISHINGS, BEDDING, 


The 


BRICK © 


*THE BRICK WILL BEAT ANY COMPETITOR'S ADVERTISED PRICE IN CANADA. 
COMPLETE DETAILS POSTED AT THE BRICK. 


eror D i Sales Orders @; 


320 - 2 AVE. *A* N. 5210 N. RAILWAY ST. 
320-2900 529-2525 


Insurance Claims? Ask for our Insurance Division at 252-7000 


OUT OF TOWN CALL: 1-800-97-BRICK 


137 AVE. & 127 ST. 
456-5555 


Insurance Claims? Ask for our Insurance Division at 429-2000 


OUT OF TOWN CALL: 1-800-97-BRICK 


1-800-972-7425 


APPLIANCES AND ELECTRONICS à 


99 $T. & ARGYLL RD. 
4383511 


1-800-972-7425 
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The perils o an alcoholic} me 


we carry quality Prdusts for left-handed people 


R Y happen in your life to go bad, and you will Order now! 
slam m here t a this writing drink to so-called cure the pain. Me, myself, Call for your FREE catalogue. 
I am drinking, to be precise, a Big Bear. I drink almost every day because I am in pain, 1-800-683-5507 
To you society a Big Bear is a malt I don't like it but that's the way I deal with it. Laduc, Alberta 
liquor, simliar to beer. Being addicted to alcohol Į want to quit but the pains of withdrawal really 
is not nice but some of us are. There are people hurt. I will stop eventually. It will hurt. | 
who have very good paying jobs who are also So, all you young people, do not start drink- OA comp ine | A 
alcoholics but they won't realize it because they ing, and anybody who does, stop before it does & Computer ^. 2 Sales Service 
have money. you in. I may not be a true expert but I know a 
So, when you walk by a person who is dirty lot. It is addictive. There are numerous programs | | 4907-99 Street Tel: (403) 430-0811 
and probably drunk and maybe high on some out there, but the bottom line is you. Do your Edmonton, Alberta Fax: (403) 436-9963 
kind of drug, do not judge him or her as you best, sometimes your best is not good enough, Canada T6E 4Y 1 Toll Free: 1-800-910-3388 


may not be far from there, something just might but try. Not much more to say, good luck. 4 http;//www.oanet.com Email: don@oanet.com 


info@oanet.comD 


51 Mc INFIRE ROAD 
ONTON LBERTA 
T6E 537 


go 


CHEVRON Chevron Canada 


Resources Limited 


53007 Range Road 262 
St. Albert, Alberta 
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17431 - 102 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5S 1J8 


TELEPHONE (403) 484-0561 * FAX: (403) 484-9674 
(Division of Grove Rentals & Leasing Ltd.) 


The things 
they Say M ons 


GNIS! VAN LEEUWEN PIPE AND TUBE 


Ld 


pos 


2875 - 64th Avenue 


"Best not do that, sir." Edmonton, Alberta, Canada 
- A court clerk in Kenya to a 70- year-old judge who, during a drugs trial, = 5 
sniffed a large bag of cocaine to find out what it smelt like. Telephone: (403) 469-7410 , 


Telefax: (403) 466-5970 


"British political correspondents are amongst the most hard-working and honest journalists in 


the world. They tell me so themselves." 
sir Hates, ME Maybe I can help. 


Chris Axworthy, MP 


"Do you seriously expect me to be the first Prince of Wales in history not to have a mistress?" 
Saskatoon — Clark S gaeng 


= - Prince Charles in The Daily Mail. 


SASKATOON _ 
505 - 23rd Street East 
Saskatoon 
S7K 4K7 
(306) 975-6555 


~ “Ill have my 2,000 pounds now, please.” 
- A Tory MP at the end of a telephone interview 
"es about another Tory MP. 
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LoLo Q Homemaking Convices 


Finally The Homemaking Service You've Been Waiting For! 


* Cooking * Cleaning * Caterina and Service * Errands * 


* Shopping * Consultation © Pet Care * Sitting of all kinds e 


* Laundry Service * Handyman Jobs e Garbaae Removal e 


* Yardwork & Snow Remova 


al Care e 


9549 - 74 Ave 
Edmonton, AB T6E 1E4 


Ph: (403) 413-0981 
Fax: (403) 413-0982 


Philp & Company 
BARRISTERS AND SOLICITORS 


An Association of Independent Law Practices 


JIM D. BRAIDEN 
B.A., LL.B 


10374 - 172 STREET 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA, CANADA, T5S 1G9 
TELEPHONE (403) 484-8708 FAX (403) 484-8894 RES (403) 432-0551 
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PETER FAIAZZA 


PROFESSIONAL CORPORATION 
CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANT 


50018 - 50th Avenue 
Beaumont, AB 
TAX 1E7 


Phone: (403) 929-8114 
Fax: (403) 929-8048 


SIMMAX Electric Generating Systems & Controls 
Kubota 


9750 62N0 AVENUE 
Eomonton, ALBERTA T6E OE3 
PHONE: 434-6431 

Fax: 436-0394 

Tout Free: 1-800-591-9939 


Cougar Tool Inc. 
(403) 437-5277 


Fax: (403) 437-7666 
9705 - 56th Avenue 
P.O. Box 5770, Station “L” 
Edmonton, Alberta Canada T6C 4G2 
Calgary Sales (403) 261-0640 


Arico Instruments Ltd. 


9241 - 35 Avenue 
Edmonton, Alberta 


T6E 5Y1 process control specialists 


f 77 S photocopying 


bindery 


printing 
typesetting 


Patricia Raymond 
Manager 
Telephone: 479-0475 Fax: 479-7238 
8540 - 126 Avenue, Edmonton, Alberta T5B 1G9 
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HOMELESS 
IN CALGARY 


BY CLAUDETTE LANGUEDOC 


Olympics in 

Calgary, the busi- 
ness community did a 
magnificent job for “a fun 
thing” said John Currie, 
past-president of the 
Calgary Downtown 
Business Association. 
“Business people need to 
know they are needed in 
solving the homeless prob- 
lem. It's fine to provide 
food and shelters but there 
needs to be work, or the 
system unravels," Currie 
said. 

The system is already 
unravelling at an alarming 
rate, according to the 
Special Action Committee 
on Homelessness which 
organized the forum. 
Figures presented by the 
Action Committee showed 
the climb: Food Bank 
demand grew up 20 per 
ent in one year. The - 

a ary TOp-m entre 
has been operating at 170 
per cent occupancy. 
Connection Housing in 
Calgary estimates there are 
1,200 homeless people in 
Calgary at any given time, 
and nearly 150 of those are 
under the age of 16. 


Seven recommendations 
for new initiatives to cope 
with homelessness came out 
of a January Calgary forum 
where Mayor Al Duerr sat 
down with John Currie, 
with Spare Change vendor 
Ron Meek, and nearly 
200 others from all walks 
of life. 


Ron Meek has been 
homeless for 6 of the past 
13 years, “homelessness at 
its worst is hopelessness 
and resignation,” he told 
the forum. It is the resigna- 
tion that keeps people 
from stepping up and out 
of the quagmire of shelters 
and handouts, he said. 


Mayor Duerr wanted to 
“put in place some real 
action plans” for what he 
called “an extremely important issue to this 
city.” 

The first recommendation - business and 
community partnerships- followed a keynote 
address from Jim Ward, a long-time advocate for 


A Ed Johnson, President of the 
Calgary United Way was there. 


Mayor meets in 
orum to find 
solutions 


A So was Spare Change vender, Ron Meek. 


homeless people in 
Toronto. Ward talked about 
some of the most successful 
solutions tried out in 
Toronto, and they involved 
not housing but jobs. 
Business and community 
partnerships to develop 
decent employment was a 
key concept. 

Matching up skills and 
needs was the strategy 


of homeless peoples’ tal- 
ents. The result was two 
new businesses, a cleaning 
business and a public trans- 
port courier business. 
Completing such an inven- 
tory in Calgary was the 
fourth recommendation 
from the forum. 

Nancy Reilly, a single par- 
ent of four children, spoke 
with eloquence about the 
frustration of watching her 
kids being drawn to the 


ognized as the people hard- 
est hit by poverty. The sec- 
ond recommendation from 
the forum was to develop 
strategies to support single 
mothers. It’s families, not 
just singles like it used to 
be, who are lining up more 
and more at soup lines, 
according to the Salvation 
Army at the forum. 


Mentally ill people are 
among the most difficult to 
house, especially when 
they do not have a good 
family support system to 
depend on. The Horizon 
Housing Society told the 
participants there are 5,000 
to 7,000 “chronically hard 
to house” people in 
Calgary. Effective advocacy 
for people suffering from 
mental illnesses, as well as 
advocacy for child welfare 
and those on social assis- 
tance was the sixth recom- 
mendation from the forum. 


The final recommenda- 
tion coming out of the 
forum was for a drop-in 
centre to serve as an entry- 
level service for people on the street. Many peo- 
ple who find they are homeless or marginalized 
are intimidated by bureaucracy. An inviting, 
easy-to-get-at assistance system could help them 
from falling through the cracks. 4» 
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hen the theatre manager 

called to invite everyone from 
Spare Change to come to the show, 
a nice gesture on account of 
Random Acts of Kindness Week, 
we thought how kind. Spare 
Change benefits all the time from 
Acts of Kindness, and being invited 
to see a new Alberta play seemed 


nice. It wasn't. 


It was hard. The play, Dirt, dragged us through it, 
and didn’t smell good. Albertans on welfare were 
main characters, but, as it turns out they were not the 
real dirt of the title. 


A welfare bum woman is dead - worthless no good 


her welfare boyfriend Murphy is the prime sus- 


pect, the only suspect. Murphy leads a sordid little 
life: selling fish stunk; raising rabbits was a carnage; 
everything he tried dumped back on him. He’s on 
welfare, a failure, but an industrious one, he tries, just 
a lot of bad luck. Murphy doesn’t think too much of 
himself, and neither do the cops who accuse him and 
subject him to humiliating house arrest. 


“No skid marks on my long gaunch, see.” Murphy 
says. He’s uncouth, gross, disgusting even. But his 
value, his humanity become quite cherishable. And 
his barnyard language and behaviour suddenly 
become almost aristocratic when compared with the 
behaviour of the detective who accuses and con- 
demns him. 


Mrs. Boras pushes her cabbage rolls on Murphy, 
and slaps him upside the head when he objects. It’s a 
good thing, Mrs. Boras might just say, about getting 
people off welfare, a slap in the head is all they need. 
She's a recognizable Albertan. 


Dirt is all you are when you've bottomed out like 
Murphy. Useless, no good. Not even worth living. 
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Lethbridge playwright Ron Chambers made a small 
leap from this mentality to El Salvador-style “clean- 
up”. Chambers' little leap pushes Alberta small-mind- 
edness to its extreme. Dirt goes in the garbage, right? 

When government “cleans-up” the welfare roles 
what are they doing to the people? The statistics go 
down, it's "success". Maybe in Brazil they call it suc- 
cess if petty thievery is reduced when off-duty cops 
go out, round up street children and drop their bod- 
ies at the dump. 


Watching Dirt was long and a bit painful. It is a 
harsh examination of everyday attitudes toward 
poverty and welfare. Chambers makes us speculate 
on the worst things these attitudes can lead to. It just 
wasn't very nice. 

It made sense that Theatre Network invited Spare 
Change vendors in to see the play. We are familiar 
with the sense of worthlessness that poverty, and the 
community, can push on people. 

Dirt, the play, an act of kindness? It's a revealing 
play, in a tough-love soft of way. Sometimes it can be 


and actions really can imply. 


The pleasure of random 
acts of kindness 


f the play Dirt is about nasty mean-spiritedness, 

Random Acts of Kindness Week, celebrated in 
February, is about the opposite. This is a celebration 
we like to particularly note even if Acts of Kindness 
are what Spare Change vendors experience all year 
long. Helpful and kind people are always giving ven- 
dors an encouraging word, talking about their appre- 
ciation for our paper. There are countless stories of 
kind-hearted people giving vendors gifts of money or 
needed clothing. Acts of Kindness are what Spare 
Change vendors know all about even if they are also 
familiar with the painful side of life and poverty. 
So we celebrate Random Acts of Kindness, and we 
trust that this side to people will always come for- 
ward and overshadow the other. 4 


KEITH WILEY 


I 959 * 


CALGARY: 

Calgary Urban Project Society (CUPS) 

128 - 7th Avenue SE * Calgary * AB * T2G 0H5 
Phone: 221-8790 * Fax: 221-8791 

Paper Distribution * Ed Greanya 


Spare Change welcomes your contribution. 


am 
s Lo human worth 


VOLUME 


SASKATOON: E-MAIL ADDRESS: 
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Letters sent to the editor are assumed to be for publication, 
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written submissions, particularly those on IBM or Mac 
compatible computer disk, cartoons, photographs or 
artwork. Spare Change cannot accept responsibility 


Helping People Help Themselves 


Businesses can you help? 


Do you know of a great location for one of our newspa- 
per vendors? Would you be willing to host a vendor out- 
side your business? The support of business owners is 
very important to many newspaper vendors. If you can 
help, please give us a call, in Edmonton at 423-2285, in 
Calgary 221-8790. Thank you. 


Thank you contributors 


* Steve Gavin and * Linda Dumont for the story about 
Fun Time Hockey, * Steve Simon for the photography, 

* Candy Watson and ¢ Claudette Languedoc in Calgary 
e Gary * Donna Morrison ¢ Michael Walters Glasel 

¢ Susan Andrews for the crossword puzzle Allison 
Kydd * Jeff Page * Richard Horne and our artists: 

e Linda Dumont ¢ Sean Giroux * Lorne Callaghan 

* David Jones * Ed Gould. And thank you to Mike 
Glasel and Jodey Timoffee for jumping in with both feet. 


A special thank you to Heather Stump for all her won- 
derful efforts with our Edmonton vendors over the past 
year. We will miss her. Heather is leaving her position as 
Edmonton Distribution Coordinator for the paper. 4 
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1-800-882-5954 
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CALL THE EDITOR: 
Phone: 1-800-882-5954 


for any submission. No part of this newspaper may be 
reproduced in any form without written permission from 
Spare Change. 

Opinions expressed in this newspaper are not necessarily 
those of Spare Change, the editors or publishers. 4* 
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n the blue line he's fast. Skating about he calls 
himself Shredder, and he's darting back and 
forth tagging the shrieking little ninjas trying 

to skate around him. For the kids this is now the real 
big league. They are playing hockey with Randy 


Gregg and they love it. 


Randy Gregg is best known to most of 
us as the outstanding defenceman for the 
Edmonton Oilers in their Stanley Cup win- 
ning heyday. Today he's at the Alberta 
Avenue community league rink coaching 
some young hockey players. 

"| like to see kids partici- 
pate," Randy says. "Sports 
can be very positive for 
their self-esteem. At school 
they learn from books. Here 
they learn from sports." 


Randy Gregg is founder 
and president of Fun 
Team Alberta, that's the 
non-profit sport and recre- 
ation association for chil- 
dren, teens, and adults he 
started six years ago. At 
Alberta Avenue the Fun Team's playing 
hockey and when Randy's there, it sure 
builds enthusiasm. 


While Gregg concentrated on coaching 
the young hockey players, I spoke with 
Grant Bowolin, executive director of Fun 
Team Alberta. This is the sixth year for the 
association, and although hockey is the 
most popular, eight other sporting activities 
are also promoted. These are baseball, soc- 
cer, volleyball, family skate, learn to skate, 
basketball, floor hockey and football. 

You can apply the Fun Team philosophy 
to any sporting activity. The principles are 
low cost, non-competitiveness, family or 
parental involvement, and fair play. At 
Alberta Avenue, the membership fee has 
been waived. All equipment for the hockey 
team has been provided by Sports Central 
with the exception of the helmets which 
were purchased with a grant from the 
Alberta Sport, Recreation, Parks and Wildlife 
Foundation. Wilf Brooks of Alberta Cycle 
supplied the hockey sticks, tape and pucks. 


Leslie Grant is the Fun Team group 
leader at Alberta Avenue, and is one of the 
coaches for the hockev group. ^I think it is 
a wonderful opportunity for kids to com: 
out and play hockey." she says, "Since 
there is no charge, they can play other 
sports as well without going to a lot of 
expense. It's an opportunity for kids to get 
together. 

They run twelve teams through there 
at a cost of $12,000 per year, says Arden 
Grant, president of the Alberta Avenue 
Community League. He feels it’s money 
well spent because of the character devel- 
opment of the children. “We have never 
turned a kid away," he said, "We'll find a 
way." Most of the children were driven to 
the rink from Norwood School by van, 
and would be driven back to the school 
after practice. 

The boys and girls, aged nine to twelve, 
wear the colorful Fun Team jerseys. They 
cluster around Randy who has on his 
orange and blue Edmonton Oiler gloves. 
He doesn't talk about the past. 


"I'm here as a volunteer,” he stressed, 
"The important thing is not what I used 
to do but what Fun Team will do for 
these kids." 


Gregg comes out to Alberta Avenue to 
coach when he can, which is not often. He 
leads the kids through the warm up game 
of “Shredder,Shredder”, then through 
drills, and finally coaches a skirmish. As a 
father of four, with his own team to coach, 
and holding coaching seminars, he is a 
busy man. He summed up the purpose of 
Fun Team Alberta. “Every child has a 
chance to have fun.” Aaron Swan, a veter- 
an Fun Team Player, confirms it. "It's fun 
cause the first year I never knew how to 
skate well. They taught me how to skate 
good,” he beamed with pride. + 


y Kind Supporters 


Thanks to the following businesses 
and organizations whose support 
helps publish this newspaper: 


Airgen Corporation 
2210 - 700 - 6 Avenue, SW Calgary, AB 
T2P 0T8 299-4706 
All Glass & Mirror Ltd. 
Edmonton, AB 483-9561 
Around Again Boutique 
4444 - 36 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6L 3SL 
468-5059 
ARS Truck & Welding Ltd. 
10601 - 2 Street, Edmonton, AB T6S 1C9 
464-9612 
B&P Trailer Repair Services Ltd. 
21104 - 107 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 1X2 
447-5032 
Catholic Health Association 
6 Floor - 11111 Jasper Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
T5K 0L4 448-8074 
Cravin Foods 
1913 - 105 Street, Edmonton, AB T6J 5V9 
448-7227 
Dufferin Games Room Store 
1291 - 8770 - 170 Street, Edmonton, AB 
TST 4M2 444-2244 
Flyer Force 
9607 - 45 Avenue, Edmonton,AB T6E 5Z8 
4 436-8050 
Frank Henry Equipment Ltd. 
5820 - 96 Street, Edmonton, AB T6E 3G3 
434-8778 
GMA Properties Inc. 
200 - 10222 140 Street, Edmonton, AB 
TSN 2L4 448-0767 
Heron-Siegel Insurance Services Ltd. 
6414 - 112 Avenue, Edmonton, AB 
TSW ONS 471-1616 


“Shredder” 
Randy Gregg 
gets the kids 
pumped on 
the ice. 


Innovative Plastics Marketing (1992) Ltd. 


11535 - 160 Street, Edmonton,AB TSM 3V9 
454-8162 

JA Matheson Equities 

11914 - 129 Avenue, Edmonton, AB TSE 0N3 
455-6688 

Jacobsen Hage Engineering 

202 - 10459 - 178 Street, Edmonton, AB 
T5S IRS 484-1095 

Koester Realty 


eat oi gard 


K OLS 488-76 
Langager Insurance Brokerage Inc. 


810 - 10055 - 106 Street, Edmonton,AB 
T5] 2Y2 421-4477 


Legend Automotive Repair 
7110 - 98 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6A 0A7 
468-3431 
Nakamun Superette 
Fun Team Nakamun Lake, Box 2 RRI, Busky,AB 
on the ice TOG OHO 967-2151 

A National Money Mart 
v 15207 Stony Plain Road, Edmonton, AB TSP 
3Y4 483-2274 
Park Avenue Transportation 
Services (1993) 
| | Bishop Street, St. Albert, AB TBN IN7 
459-8294 
Prairie Mountain Trading Ltd. 
11420 - 142 Street, Edmonton, AB 
T5M IVI 448-1402 
Quebecor Printing Edmonton 
18130 - 114 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T5S 2E8 
452-0720 
Queen's Tailoring & Drycleaning 
107 - 8170 - 50 Street, Edmonton, AB T6B 1E6 
468-1207 
Raptor Tattoo 
11444 - 124 Street, Edmonton, AB T5M 0K3 
455-2952 
Scheme-A-Dream (1992) Ltd. 
7519 - 81 Avenue, Edmonton, AB T6C 0V4 
482-5921 
Sperry Sun Drilling Services 
1406 - 5 Street, Nisku, AB T9E 7R6 955-7606 
Surrogate Housewives Ltd. 
Housekeeping at its Best, 455-7413 
This Planet Natural Foods Ltd. 
"Health Foods" 10257 - 95 Street 
Edmonton, AB 429-3679 
Ultimate Video 
16745 - 100 Street, Edmonton, AB T5X 3Z9 
475-6118 
Visual Arts Moves 
9944 - 33 Avenue, Box 126, Edmonton, AB 
T6N 1E8 662-4848 
Vincent Kangas Photography 
206 - 2203 - 118 Street, Edmonton, AB 
T6) SKI 970-0130 
West End Day Care Subsidy 
9915 - 148 Street, Edmonton, AB TSN 3G! 
451-5691 


Randy lines 
up with the 


Support Spare Change advertisers 


Please favour them in your business decision dealings. 
Thank-you for helping our vendors help themselves. 
Our advertisers help make this project possible. 


DAVIS * HENDERSON INTERCHEQUES 


4817 - 89TH STREET, EDMONTON, ALBERTA T6E 5L3 
TEL: (403) 469-7464 OR (403) 469-7568 FAX: (403) 466-1192 


14315 - 129 Avenue 
Edmonton, AB T5L 4N9 


Tel: (403) 452-2024 
Fax: (403) 452-2072 


Head Office: 
Bonnyville, Alberta 

24 Hr: 1-403-826-3889 
Edm. Direct: 426-5537 
Fax: 1-403-826-4301 


why 
B & R - ECKEL'S 


GENERAL FREIGHT. 


“CONTRACT HAULING * SPECIAL COMMODITIES = 


SERVING: ALBERTA * SASKATCHEWAN * MANITOBA * B.C. 
* ONTARIO * QUEBEC * N.W.T. 


Heritage Mall 
2325 - 11 Street 
Edm, AB T6] 5E5 
988-6962 


26 years in Alberta! 


d 


SAND AND GRAVEL LTD. 


L & T Mix Sand & Gravel Ltd., 2nd Floor, 8020 - 50th St., Leduc, AB T9E 7G3 


Phone (403) 986-6721 After hours (403) 986-1890 
PROUD TO SERVICE CLIENTELE 


*We Proudly Support the Efforts 
of Spare Change" 


From 


Corner Pharmacy 
15557 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, Albreta, T5P 3ZI 
489 5526 
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BRIGHT LIGHTS 


hopeful. The other woman is 
older. Her hair stiff and blonde, 
worn loose about her shoulders. 
Her make-up heavy: painted on 
bottom eye lashes, bright 
rouge, orange-flame lips. She 
looks at me and smiles. The 
smile is exaggerated but 

kind. I look down, embar- 
rassed for staring and I find 
myself looking at her 

hands. The nails are 

chipped. Working hands. 


I look at the others. A 
young man is 
hunched 
over a draw- 
ing, colour 
pencils scat- 
tered on the 


BY DONNA MORRISON DONNA BY DONNA MORRISON 


sit at the rickety table 
away from everyone 
and try to read my 
book. The table is small 
and I have to move the 
sugar jar and the shiny 
stainless steel napkin hold- 
er out of my way. I sip my 
coffee slowly and try to 
make it last, trying to read, 
trying to push the almost 
inaudible lyrics of radio 
music out of my head. 


Strangely, no one seems to 
notice. The older waitress 
fills his cup in a very natur- 

al sort of way. No one 
offers help, no one offers 
pity. After many agoniz- 
ing (for me) minutes, he 
is successful. I exhale as 

he deeply inhales. 

The door opens sud- 
denly, with cold air 
and wind. Peace is 
momentarily dis- 
turbed. A woman 
comes in with a 

four-year old. 

The young 
boy runs 
to a table 
and says, 


> TES à : counter. “Mom, I 
The lights inside the cafe are bright ; s : 
: : ; Some peo- want a 
against the darkness of the night. They ES 
; ^ . ple watch jelly-dough- 
are my safety, these lights. I look up fae 
. : him draw, nut this 


from my book. A large clock sits on the 
cluttered wall behind the counter; two 
o'clock in the morning. Two waitresses, 
dressed in identical brown uniforms 
stand leaning, occasionally pouring a 
coffee. It's not too y. at this time. - 


É 


quite young. She wears her hair pulled 
back into a pony tail, fresh-faced and 


the young 
waitress 
asks, “What 
is it this time, Jake?” He looks up s 
ing and shows the two women his 


another man. He is trying to light 


rette. His hand shakes badly, he ca 


mouth. 


TEL: (403) 463-8800 


Burnham (Canada) Ltd. 
FAX: (403) 450-6573 


4040-98 Street 
Edmonton, AB 
T6E 3L3 


KAPOWN CENTRE 
Rehabilitation & Treatment Centre 


Staff and Management 
along with the Board of Directors 
pass along 
Don't Drink and Drive 
Make it Home Alive 


KAPOWN CENTRE 
General Delivery 

Grovard, Alberta TOG 1CO 
(403) 751-3921 


6% 


Gi TO DAILY LIVING LTD. 


“Providing Home Health Care Supplies 
& Service to Albertans since 1970” 


15819 Stony Plain Road 
Edmonton, Alberta T5P 3Z7 
Toll-Free Alberta: 1-800-252-9368 


Bus. (403) 483-1762 
Fax (403) 489-6813 


lor 


barely put the 
cigarette to his 


time!” The 
young moth- 
er chuckles 
and then says 
her hellos. 
—. Everyone knows. 


her. She sits beside Jake while her coffee 
is being poured and her doughnuts 
gathered. “So, what have you made for 
me today, Jake?” Jake presents the now 
finished picture and I get a glimpse of 


mil- 


a ciga- 
n 


. I see a picture of a woman's eyes in 
the midst of a purple sky. Her eyes are 
crying, as if tears are rain. The tears fall 
on a child curled up on a bench. 
Everyone is silent. 

“Here, let me buy you a coffee,” the 
young mother offers, but the waitress 
shakes her head as she fills his cup. “We 


: 


got to help out young budding artists," 

the older waitress says with a wink, yet SPARE . 

there is a strange sort of pain behind | 

her eyes. CHANGE — | 
Jake gets up to go to the washroom _MARCH I 

and I feel my stomach tighten. He is HM | 


bent and twisted, his body crippled 
into a permanent hunched position. I . 
notice he has great difficulty walking, 
yet he walks just the same and no one 
stares but me. Shortly afterward, he 
walks to the counter and reaches, his 
picture and hobbles towards me. My 
heart races. I feel afraid and I sit there 
with this frozen half-smile on my face. 
He hands me his picture. “I noticed that 
you were staring at it," he says softly. 
He waits for me to take it. I reach for 
the picture, my hand shaking. "Thank 
you," I whisper. "it's beautiful." 
I can feel the tears forming in my 
Meyer: jake smiles widely anc a esr 
way back to his seat. I place the picture 
delicately behind book and look down. 
My face burns. Slowly, the tears come, 
one by one, wetting the open page. ** 
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Participate in 


“Edmonton 2005: A Place For All” 


What is your vision for the future? 
“Edmonton 2005: A Place For All” is an initiative sponsored 


by The Muttart Foundation. Its purpose is to promote 


and support community discussion about a vision for our 


community and human service activity. There are many 


ways to get involved such as participating in a discussion 


group, filling in a questionnaire or providing written 


input. A discussion document, “Edmonton 2005: A Place For 


All" has been prepared to stimulate discussion. For copies 


of this discussion document and for further information 


please call Anne at 425-9616. 


Please get involved. 
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s | walked through the inner 
city streets on my way to 
the Bissell Centre, I real- 

ly had no idea of what awaited 
me. Only half an hour before had 
I left my cozy south-side home. 

A home filled with wonderful 
friends, hopes, and laughter. 

I found myself stepping into a 
totally different world. One 
which I knew nothing about. 


I passed by buildings that 
seemed to be lacking a lot of 
things, compared to what I 
encountered in my usual digs. It 
was mostly the upkeep, the physi- 
cal appearances. A lot of places 
seemed to be deserted and not 
cared for any longer, yet with all 
that seemed missing and forgot- 
ten, there was a prominent feel- 
ing of life. Life of the present, and 
of the past. 

I suppose one of the main rea- 
sons I've had such a keen interest 
in the inner city over the years, 
has been because of its age and 
the history that must come with 
such a weathered territory. 


ine sad thing was that it did- 
n't take me long to begin sensing 


ài misery obdite 


.. me. Sure, that may sound cliched 


1 describing any inner city, 
but who Cares: That's exactly how 
I felt. It was evident in the 
decrepit appearances of homes 
and businesses and, most unfortu- 


[sn] 
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nately, in the 
people whom I 
passed. The 
people only 
seemed to be 
smiling at illu- 
sion. For the 
most part they 
appeared lost 
and somehow 
hindered in 
where they 
were trying 

to go. 

As I neared 
my destination 
I realized that 
all my thoughts 
and theories 
regarding the 
inner city were 
about to 
change drastically. The neglect 
and suffering I saw and felt 
around me were as real as any- 
thing. This was a reality I again 
knew nothing about. 

I finally arrived at the Bissell 
Centre about twenty minutes 
late for my appointment with 
the volunteer coordinator, 
because I had walked so slowly, 


and tried to ake as much asi 


could. I stepped around a group 
of people huddled in the front, 
sharing a cigarette. With my 
mind and heart open, I pushed 
open the doors to begin helping 


University of Alberta 
Edmonton 


OFFICE OF NATIVE STUDENTS SERVICES 
Native Student Services at the University of Alberta specializes in culturally appropriate support 
services to Aboriginal students, including the administration of the Transition Year Program. 
TRANSITION YEAR PROGRAM (TYP) 
the transition year Program is a university credit access program for stu- 
dents of Aboriginal ancestry. 
The object is to prepare Aboriginal students for admission into the fol- 


BY MICHAEL WALTERS GLiASEEL 


people whose lives I thought to 
be less fortunate than mine. 


I was unaware of exactly what 
I would be doing there. Within a 
few minutes however, I found 
direction: the Spare Change 
newspaper. 

| met initially with the paper's 
manager, Gord Poschwatta. I was 


led up to his cold third floor cubi- 


computers and stacks of paper- 
work piled on various desks and 
tables. Gord began to explain the 
operations of the paper, but soon 
our conversation became more 
personal. I could tell that charac- 


lowing faculties with complete transfer of all credits earned while in the 
access program. 
8 access programs: Arts, Agriculture / Forestry / Home Ec, Business, 


Education, Engineering, Native Studies, Nursing and Science. 
for admission requirements contact TYP coordinator. Applications are now being accepted. 


APPLICATION DEADLINE: MAY 1, 1996 


Other Support Services Offered by Native Students Services include: 
individual pre-admission counsilling to prepare students 
a 3-day orientation to campus and academic life to all new and transfer students 
refferals to additional services on and/or off campus,a student lounge, study space and 


computer lab. 


advocacy for Aboriginal students including admission advocacy. 


local and cultural activities in cooperation with the Aboriginal Student Council. 
community liaison activities and requirements particularly through the Student Ambassador 


Program. 


coordination of materials, study skills and / or remedial measures requested by the student. 
providing information about the U of A including Aboriginal specific programs on campus. 


scholarships and bursaries (a funding dircotory is available). 


Office of Native Students Services located at 124 Athabasca Hall. 
For more information call (403) 492-5677 or fax (403) 492-1674. 


ter and people 

held priority 
over such 
things as opera- 
tions and busi- 
ness. We began 
trading con- 
densed life sto- 
ries while we 
drank coffee 
and smoked. 
Gord told me 
how he had left 
the routines of 
a cliched life 
and come to 
work for the 
newspaper. His 
story was won- 
derful to hear. 
Some of my 
negative atti- 
tudes toward life were jabbed at 
by his decency and compassion. | 
left his office feeling honestly 
thankful for what I had just expe- 
rienced. 


I then had the opportunity to 
meet with Heather Stump, who 
handles newspaper distribution, 
dealing with Spare Change ven- 
dors on a personal basis. 
~My first attempt to get into — 
Heather's office was unsuccessful. 
The room was full of people; 
Heather obviously didn't have the 
time to meet me. When I finally 
did get in and meet the energetic 
and smiling person behind the 
desk, people still came in and out 
of the office at a steady pace with 
all kinds of demands and 
requests. The vendors offered 
their thoughts, happy or sad, 
their jokes, their kindness, and 
their lives in conversation. One 
thing that was evident was that 
every person who came into the 
office that day left completely sat- 


From the diary of a volunteer 


isfied, and happy. I saw Heather 
bend over backwards to deal with 
the needs that were placed in 
front of her. Some were more easi- 
ly taken care of than others, but 
they were all handled with kind- 
ness and with compassion. 


I knew that probably the 
biggest reason these people were 
forced to live marginal lives was 
that they had been treated unfair- 
ly by people they had encoun- 
tered. The reason they came to 
the Spare Change office is that 
no one else cared enough to help 
them. I realized that Spare 
Change is intended to help 
improve their lives, and give 
them hope. As I watched and lis- 
tened to Heather, it was obvious 
that she did all of this, and I was 
amazed. Truly amazed. 

I walked up the stairs toward 
the door to begin my journey 
home. I fiercely craved my next 
visit. It was all so revealing and so 
very interesting. When I got out- 
side, I turned and looked back at 
the Bissell Centre. It seemed so 
much bigger and brighter than 
when I first arrived. I suppose it 


seemed entirely different. If I 


O TTY O CCSCTID i" JUTU 
say it was a shining facility filled 
with a whole bunch of tiny little 
rooms, and every one of these 

tiny little rooms had an extreme- 


ly large door. 


As I walked home, my head 
was filled with thoughts of all I 
had just learned. Soon though, ~ 
these thoughts were distracted by 
the same feelings I was having on 
my way to the Bissell only a few 
hours before. As I stepped onto 
the bus that would take me back 
to my cozy little south-side home, 
I realized I still didn't know a 
damn thing. 4 


Custom Laminating 
Services 


Custom Lamination of All Printed Media 
1.5 ml. 3 ml. 5 mi. 10 mi. Film 
FOAM CORE * 40" X 60" + PLAQUE MOUNTING 
No Minimum Charge 


*Menus * Membership 
*Report Covers Cards 
*Flip Charts * Sign 


* Children's Art 
Ni 


* Blueprints 


*Maps - Experts in Dissection 
Lamination & Reconstruction of 
Oversize Maps 


age 
Laminating Is Our Business / Our Only Business 


Fax 462-0530 


cai 469-7890 


DELIBREX LTD. 


WAREHOUSING AND DISTRIBUTION 


16615 - 116 AVENUE 
EDMONTON, ALBERTA 
T5M 3V1 
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he story this far: When the bus easy tO pick out Larry. He was sitting 


stops in Winnipeg, Emily has with two other drivers in one of the 
forty minutes to make à pig deci- red plastic booths near the kitchen 
sion. Larry, her charming pus driver, entrance. She could see their grey uni- what she'd do next. She enjoyed these “Do you mind if we smoke, . 
seems to want to get to know her, but formed legs and shoulders, a odds, when she was up to it. Being in Emily?” 
Jeremy's only a telephone call away. knapsack on the floor. All talking control. Not one of them would dare She hadn't expected such à whole- SPARE 
When she phones and hears the coldness and laughing in that easy way that sneak à put-down look some guy tO be a smoker. Must have CHANGE 
in his voice, it's obvious that he’s still not men have. As if they don't have à care at her body. something to do with the late hours 
going to forgive her, not this time. And in the world and nothing can touch Larry got up from his seat, gave he worked. Anyway, she didn't want MARCH | 
Larry's waiting. them. SO what if she'd learned it was her a courtly little nod and offered her tO come across like a spoil sport. After 

Emily's hands were trembling generally an act. the place beside him. She took her all, they were here first. 1996 
as she scraped her pelongings back She also noticed the booth was time sliding in, kept het chin high “j gotta be getting along anyway," 
into her bags. She wanted to rest her in the smoking section. The smell'd and her shoulders erect. said the older man. He smiled at her : 
head on the shelf beside the phone probably make her sick again, but “y'm Jack,” the younger ofthetwo ê little more kindly. “Nice to meet 
books. She wanted to sink to the she guessed she could stand it. men across the table greeted her. She you, Emily. My old lady knows when 
floor, sink into the floor - that'd be Maybe they were talking about noticed that he'd stood up as W ell. my bus gets in, gets ticked off if! 
better still. To disappear off the face of her No matter. If she was a woman “Emily,” she smiled het prettiest don't show up pretty quick.” 
the earth . - - who scared easily she wouldn't have smile and reached out her hand. His The younger fellow didn't seem to 

Most of all she wanted to stop survived this far. was warm and wet with perspiratic M, want to leave. Obviously too innocent 
caring, and if she stayed in one place Emily squared het shoulders and put she pretended she didn't notice. to know the lay of the land. 
the pain would flood over her again. strode directly across the room. She For a minute she thought he might “Can | buy you à coffee, Emily E 
There was oniy one way to make was standing there by the time they plush, so she gave him a break and he asked. 
it better. mA „knew she was coming: turned to the man beside him. Larry answered for her. 

Three minutes later, Emily stood “May | take vour Order ente Not green this one. He was smiling «pye got that CO’ rered, Jack. 
in the doorway and scanned the men?” she asked in her < lassiest VOICE : . «oo but relaxed in his seat. Though Thanks anyway.” 
restaurant. There wasn't much busi- Their three male faces were look- his eyes Were OP f &ce-shefelthe < Emily relaxed into the spongy 
ness at this time of night, 50 it was ing up at her, half-smiling, unsure was measuring her anyway He picked | astie Se srepared to be 

up his cigarette, didn't even ask het spoiled. This was ™ re like It. 
permission. Finally Jack got the message- 
jt was Larry who thought to ask. «wel, Vm off," he said awkwardly. 


Larry reached across and gave him at the end of a journey. 
a pat on the arm. But there was nobody waiting 

“See you next week, pud. Oh, and now. The tone ot his voice over thé 
you can send Samantha this way. Tell phone couldn't be misunderstood. 


knee under the table as he squeezed He brought an envelope out of his 


her we need coffee and menus.” No one would be looking after her back in beside her. pocket. He didn't look at Emily OF 
When the waitress came, Larry but herself. And the smarts she'd uy look after this," he said. Then touch her this time. But over his 
called her Sam. She was young and learned from university Nev er restec he was smiling UP at Sam again and shoulder she could see tWO smug, 
fresh and spoke English like she was easily on her like on those who were giving their order. That was okay. sandy-haired youngsters in designer 
educated. Probably à student from the born to it. She always felt as if she was Emily's mind was already running running-Shoes- 
jc d jily figure She didn't going to be found out ahead. There'd be a taxi to his apart- Emily knew what was coming 
smile back, though Sam's grin had smarts about ordinary men were ment - much better than à hotel next. And your wife . . -' said Sam. 
included them both. another story. Them she'd learned room - kissing in the elevator, hardly And there was the tall woman 
Emily didn't like these odds as to handle. And she wasn't about tO able to keep their hands off each looking a> if she'd never been hungry 


other until he'd opened the door and inher life. Tm going to miss MY 


much, even if the other woman was get forgotten. 


only their waitress. she wished she she started to shrug out of het they were inside. She knew the scene pus,” said Emily. 

was the one with cigarette in het coat. Her shoulder rubbed against so well. she pushed het way out of the 
hand, something to hold onto. Larry's since he sat so close. Right She still kept het smile to herselt pooth and grabbed het coat, wincing 
There wasn’t any real reason tO away he got busy helping her and though. The two most important as she heard the sound ot fabric tear- 


things she'd learned from Marty Were ing. When she was almost out the 
never to trust anyone completely and  doot someone touched her arm. Sam 


of course. She had her hanging het precious leather on the 
' hook at the end of the booth. The 


hen they € \ yaittes 4t smiling, and to use people when you can get away handed het the carry-on pag, Het face 
: with it. This wouldn't even be using seemed concerned. 
Larry, not really. She knew she could "Ym sorry,” she said, «1 thought 
make him happy: you should know. some of these guys 
= ugo when are you going to show get away with too much.” 
me the photos of yout kids like you “piss off,” said Emily. * 
promised?" Sam was asking. 
There was à Very small pause End of instal Iment nine — 
before Larry answered. To be continued. 


"| got them right here." 


